
SOUTH HOLLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Cabinet

To: South Holland District Council Wednesday, 28 November 2018 

(Author: Christine Morgan Democratic Services Officer)

Subject Report from Cabinet meeting held on 20 November 2018

Purpose: To consider recommendations of the Cabinet in respect of:

a) Local Council Tax Support Scheme 2019/20 (Cabinet minute 45/18) 
(Cabinet agenda item 12)

b) Finance Report Quarter 2 2018-19 (Cabinet minute 46/18) (Cabinet agenda 
item 13)

Recommendations to Council:

a) Local Council Tax Support Scheme

1. That the current Council Tax Support scheme be continued for 2019/20, along with 
uprating in line with the DWP’s annual update of allowances and premiums for housing 
benefit.

2. That a new class for Care Levers, aged 18-21 years be introduced.

3. That delegated authority to the Executive Director Commercialisation, in consultation with 
the Portfolio Holder for Finance be agreed, to approve the final scheme policy in line with 
the report.

b) Finance Report Quarter 2 2018-19

4. That the following increase in the HRA Capital Programme be approved in accordance 
with paragraph 5.6.2 of the report:

 Included in the Q1 report was a potential scheme for the replacement of 12 CSU 
vehicles.  This project had now been evaluated and it was proposed that Council 
approved an increase of £260,000 in the approved capital programme, which would 
be funded from the Major Repairs Reserve.

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 Article 4 of the Council’s Constitution provides that only the full Council may exercise the 
functions of approving, adopting or amending the policy framework and budget, and 
adopting or changing the Constitution.  Staffing matters are also a Council function.  The 
Cabinet however has a responsibility for advising the Council on such matters.  At its 
meeting on 20 November 2018, the Cabinet made recommendations to Council in respect 



of the above items which may affect the budget and policy framework, Constitution or 
comprise staffing issues.

2.0 LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME 2019/20
(Report submitted to Cabinet – Item 12 attached)

2.1 Consideration was given to the report of the Portfolio Holder Finance, which sought 
a Cabinet decision on the final proposals for the 2019/20 Local Council Tax Support 
Scheme, to be presented to Council for approval on 28 November 2018.

At its meeting on 11 September 2018, the Cabinet approved consultation on 
continuation of the current Council Tax scheme, uprated in line with DWP’s annual 
update of allowances and premiums for housing benefit, and the introduction of a 
new class for Care Leavers aged 18-21 years, providing up to 100% discount.  The 
consultation exercise ran between 14 September and 2 November 2018, and the 
consultation report was attached at Appendix A to the report. 

DECISION:

That the report be noted.

(Other options considered:

 Continuation of the current scheme into 2019/20, uprated in line with the DWP’s 
annual update of allowances and premiums for housing benefit, but no 
introduction of a new class for Care Leavers aged 18-21 years, providing up to 
100% discount.;

Reasons for decision:
 The recommended option would provide continuity for customers at a time when 

they might be experiencing change through the introduction of Universal Credit, 
and it would also provide for a new class for Care Leavers into the main Council 
Tax Support scheme;

 This approach would continue to see South Holland’s scheme modelled on the 
previous national Council Tax Benefit scheme, keeping administration of 
working age applications broadly consistent with administration of Housing 
Benefit and pensioners Council Tax Support. However with the implementation 
of Universal Credit in 2018/19, there will begin a reduction in working age 
Housing Benefit claimants over the next few years, and in turn a reduction in 
government funding.  It is therefore timely that whilst consulting on a proposal 
for no change to the Council Tax Support scheme for 2019/20, that work begins 
on looking to develop a simplified scheme.

 Exploratory work will begin in 2018/19 to consider various scheme options and 
approaches, with a view to recommendations coming to Cabinet early in 
2019/20 followed by consultation and then final decision making to achieve 
implementation of a new, simplified scheme for introduction in 2020/21.)

3.0 FINANCE REPORT QUARTER 2 2018/19
(Report submitted to Cabinet – Item 13 attached)



3.1 Consideration was given to the report of the Portfolio Holder Finance and the 
Executive Director Commercialisation (S151), which provided information on 
Quarter 2 (to 30 September 2018) and forecast full year financial position of the 
Council.

DECISION:

a) That the report and Appendix A be noted;

b) That the estimated position with regard to the contributions to and use of 
Reserves be noted.

(Other options considered:
 To note the report and not approve the recommendations detailed in Appendix 

A;
 To do nothing.
Reasons for decision:
 To provide members with information on the Council’s overall financial 

performance to date in 2018-19 and to provide an updated financial 
position on reserves for 2018-19.)

Background papers:- None

Lead Contact Officer
Name and Post: Christine Morgan Democratic Services Officer
Telephone Number 01775 764454
Email: cmorgan@sholland.gov.uk

Key Decision: No

Exempt Decision: No

Appendices attached to this report: 

Appendix A Cabinet agenda item 12
Appendix B Cabinet agenda item 12 – Appendix A
Appendix C Cabinet agenda item 13
Appendix D Cabinet agenda item 13 – Appendix A


